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Rainbow List 
Current, well-written books with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,  

Transgendered & Questioning content. 
 

Chosen by the Social Responsibilities Round Table and the Gay, Lesbian,  
Transgender and Queer Round Table of the American Library Association. 

 
2012 
Books with a * are on the top ten list for the year. 
 

PICTURE BOOKS 

 
BE WHO YOU ARE by Carr 
Pre-K-2 
Will is having trouble understanding why his brother changed his name to Hope, 
grew his hair long, and began wearing dresses. With gentle understanding and 
unwavering support, Hope and her parents help Will to understand and accept. 

 
 
 

 
*DONOVAN’S BIG DAY by Newman (P Newman) 
Pre-K-2 
It’s a very BIG day for young Donovan–get ready, get dressed in his best with a 
bow tie and be the ring bearer when Mommy and Mama get married! 
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MIDDLE/EARLY YOUNG ADULT  
FICTION 

 
SOAMES ON THE RANGE by Belgue 
Grades 7-10 
When his father comes out, Cisco is suspended from school for fighting and then 
accused of putting old man Patterson into a coma.  For his own protection, his 
parents send the non-violent, budding gourmet chef to live with his uncle on a 
dude ranch in the Rocky Mountains of British Columbia. 

 

  
THE FITZOSBORNES IN EXILE. “THE MONTMARAY JOURNALS” by Cooper  
(YA Cooper) 
Grades 6-9 
After the Germans bomb their beloved castle on the tiny island nation of 
Montmaray, the young royal family flees to pre-war England, carrying the 
horrifying awareness of Hitler’s deadly potential with them. As conscience and 
conventions collide, each struggles to fight their individual battles for love and 
truth. 

  

  
*HUNTRESS by Lo (YA Lo) 
Grades 7 & up 
Kaede and Taisin journey to the Fairy Queen to save not only their kingdom but 
also the entire world. Will their mission bring them together forever, or tear them 
apart? 
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WANDERING SON, VOLUME 1 by Takako 
Grades 5-7 
Fifth graders Shuichi and Yoshino find each other during the first days of school, 
discovering that they share a love of many different things including the secret 
that each wants to be the gender that the other was born. 

  

 
PINK by Wilkinson (YA Wilkinson) 
Grades 7-10 
Supportive parents and a girlfriend - what more could any out-lesbian, goth-girl, 
want? Yet Ava decides to explore the idea of ‘normal’ - to attend prep school, 
kiss a boy, and even (gasp!) wear matching pink sweaters. 

  

  
*PUTTING MAKEUP ON THE FAT BOY by Wright (YA Wright) 
Grades  7-10 
Most teenage boys dream of being makeout artists. Carlos Duarte, on the other 
hand, dreams about being a makeup artist! And when he gets a part-time job at 
Macy’s cosmetics department, he figures fame and fortune are just around the 
corner. 
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YOUNG ADULT  
FICTION 

  
*I AM J by Beam (YA Beam) 
Grades 9 & up 
Though he was born Jennifer, he knows in his being that he is completely male, 
just born into the wrong body. Can he make his family and friends understand 
what he knows, that he is J? 

  

  
*BEAUTY QUEENS by Bray (YA Bray) 
Grades 7-up 
In this wildly hilarious novel, contestants from the Miss Teen Dream Beauty 
Pageant crash on a remote tropical island where danger and wild adventures 
lurk around every corner! 

  

  
*BROOKLYN BURNING by Brezenoff (YA Brezenoff) 
Grades 8 & up 
Running away from home during a Brooklyn summer to lose the pain through 
music, sixteen-year old Kid finds acceptance and more in Scout, another soul 
lost in the music. 
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NOTES FROM THE BLENDER by Cook & Halpin 
Grades 9-12 
Two teens, two voices:  Declan - an emo goth into Finnish death metal and violent 
video games - is a loner with a crush on classmate Neilly Foster;  Neilly - popular, 
smart, and a gymnast - happens on Declan’s father and her mother.  Together.  
Then their parents announce an unplanned pregnancy. 

  

 
THE SIDE DOOR by Donley 
Grades 9-12 
Entering suburban Drift Falls High School in 1988, Mel and her best friend Frank 
discover that a student suicide five years earlier was a closeted gay teen.  At the 
same time, they are themselves dealing with issues of conformity, family 
relationships, and coming out. 

  

 
WITH OR WITHOUT YOU by Farrey (YA Farrey) 
Grades 10 & up 
Hiding secrets from his family and friends, Evan is desperate to find a way to 
make all the pieces of his life fit. But, when his best friend Davis falls under the 
spell of the charismatic Chasers leader, he has to choose which part of his life to 
save. 
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*SISTER MISCHIEF by Goode (YA Goode) 
Grades 8 & up 
Sixteen-year-old Esme is a witty, wisecracking out lesbian with a tight circle of 
accepting friends. Together they form a hip-hop crew called “Sister Mischief.” 

  

  
PERFECT by Hopkins (YA Hopkins) 
Grades 7 & up 
Cara is struggling with her parents’ ideals of perfect, but will that cause her to 
lose out on a new kind of love and being true to herself? 

  

 
HIDDEN by Mourian 
Grades 9 & up 
Escaped from his parents and fleeing incarceration and torture in an anti-gay 
rehab center, Ahmed (now Ben) finds temporary refuge in a so-called safe house 
where, even if he and his new roommates can hide from the bounty hunters, 
fanatics, parents, and pimps looking for them, they cannot escape their own 
pasts and each other. 
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*SHINE by Myracle (YA Myracle) 
Grades 7 & up 
After her once-best friend, Patrick, falls victim to a vicious hate crime and neither 
local nor federal law enforcement seems interested finding the culprits, Cat sets 
out to discover who in her town could have hated Patrick enough to have beaten 
him and left him for dead. 

  

  
*SHE LOVES YOU, SHE LOVES YOU NOT by Peters (YA Peters) 
Grades 9 & up 
After her father disowns her for being gay, can Alyssa pick up the pieces of her 
life and believe in herself again, in a new town, living with a mother she never 
knew? 

  

 
THE EVOLUTION OF ETHAN POE by Reardon 
Grades 9-12 
The question of teaching intelligent design brings Ethan Poe’s rural Maine town 
to crisis, with science on one side and fundamentalist Christians on the other.  As 
Ethan begins a relationship with handsome classmate Max Modine, he also deals 
with his parents’ divorce, his brother’s increasingly self-destructive behavior, 
and the fundamentalist Christian beliefs of both his brother and his best friend 
Jorja, while violence erupts around the local school board election. 

 



Old Bridge  
Public Library 

 

8 
Rainbow List 

If we do not have the book you’re looking for,  
we can have another library send it over for you! 

 
A QUESTION OF MANHOOD by Reardon 
Grades 9-12 
Paul Landon’s fear of being thought gay brings him to the point of helping kidnap 
and torture a gay classmate.  Then, when Paul’s older brother dies in Vietnam 
after telling Paul of his love for a fellow soldier, Paul is left keeping another family 
secret. Only his work with a young gay man retraining abused dogs gives Paul 
the courage to confront his fears. 

  

  
*GEMINI BITES by Ryan (YA Ryan) 
Grades 7-9 
Twins Kyle and Judy both find themselves drawn to Garrett, a goth boy living 
with their family while finishing out the school year. But the question is, “How 
does he feel about them?” 

  

  
BOYFRIENDS WITH GIRLFRIENDS by Sanchez (YA Sanchez) 
Grades 7-9 
The tale of a quadrangle of relationships between Sergio, Lance, Allie, and 
Kimoko - one bisexual, one questioning, one gay, and one lesbian - and how their 
loves affect their interwoven friendships. 
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SPEAKING OUT edited by Berman (YA Speaking) 
Grades 8 & up 
This baker’s dozen short stories, for and about gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender teens, encourage teens to “speak out,” be proud of who they are, 
and stand up for each other. 

  

  
WE THE ANIMALS by Torres (F Torres) 
Grades 9 & up 
Torres’ acclaimed first novel is an impressionistic examination of a family of 
mixed race and ethnicity. Though fiercely loving, how will the family react to the 
youngest son’s growing awareness of his homosexuality? 

  

  
WELCOME TO BORDERTOWN: NEW STORIES AND POEMS OF THE BORDERLANDS 
edited by Black & Kushner 
Grades 7 & up 
Bordertown is where the mundane and magical worlds overlap, where elves, 
runaways, gay kids, and misfits come together, bringing their histories, music, 
machines, and talents - as well as their fears and terrors.  Come visit - but be 
careful. If the borders close, you may stay longer than you think. 
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ZOMBIES VS. UNICORNS edited by Black & Larbalestier (YA Zombies) 
Grades 9 & up 
Choose your side in the epic battle: Team Zombie or Team Unicorn!  Everyday 
teen issues are taken to wild extremes as zombies invade and unicorns attack in 
these short stories. 

 
 

NONFICTION 

  
QUEER: THE ULTIMATE GUIDE FOR TEENS by Belge & Bieschke  
(YA 306.766 BEL) 
Grades 8 & up 
Demystifying queer issues for all teens, GLBTQ or not, this straightforward book 
gives answers to many topics facing youth today, from how to know if you’re 
queer to coming out, from dealing with queerphobia to relationships. 

  

  
DEAR BULLY: SEVENTY AUTHORS TELL THEIR STORIES edited by Hall & Jones 
(YA 306.766 HALL) 
Grades 7 & up 
Seventy authors tell their own stories of bullying - some as victims, some as 
perpetrators - in order to let others know it can happen to anyone, how to identify 
bullying behavior, and ways to get it to stop. 
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IT GETS BETTER by Savage & Miller (YA 306.76 IT) 
Grades 7 & up 
A companion to the “It Gets Better” internet campaign, this collection of essays 
and new material brings hope to LGBTQ youth facing prejudice, bullying, and 
other forms of harassment. It includes a list of resources for teens and adults. 

  

 
HAPPY ACCIDENTS by Lynch (B Lynch) 
Grades 9 & up 
Actress Jane Lynch shares her life story, letting readers in on her path to 
stardom as well as her struggles with alcoholism and being true to herself. 

  

 
GAY IN AMERICA: PORTRAITS by Pasfield (YA 306.766 PAS) 
Grades 9 & up 
This tapestry of powerful and personal photo-essays maps the rich cross-section 
of Gay America, one distinct and memorable voice at a time. 
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2011 

  
THE ACCIDENTAL ADVENTURES OF INDIA MCALLISTER by Agell (JF Agell) 
Grades 5-8 
An illustrated diary-like account of things that India McAllister loves like her dog 
Tofu, her best friend, Colby, and other things…well, she’s not so sure about, like 
Amanda the Rodent and Richard, her dad’s boyfriend. 

  

  
ANOTHER LIFE ALTOGETHER by Beale (F Beale) 
Grades 9 & up 
Due to challenges at home, Jessie’s family decides to move to Yorkshire for a 
“new start”, and she struggles to fit in and find her own voice in her new town. On 
top of all this, she must also figure out her confusing new crushes. 

 

  
THE NEAREST EXIT MAY BE BEHIND YOU by Bergman (305.3 BER) 
Grades 10 & up 
A collection of personal essays from a transmasculine perspective, featuring 
topics such as coming out, family, identity and religion. 
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WILL by Boyd (YA Boyd) 
Grades 9-12 
High school jock and all-around popular guy Will Armstrong moons a bus full of 
girls and is assigned community service which includes joining the school band 
and helping out with the musical. While serving his time, he is befriended by a 
gay boy and is forced to reconsider his own stereotypical views of what it means 
to be a man. 

 

  
VERY LEFREAK by Cohn (YA Cohn) 
Grades 9 & up 
With a playlist for every moment, and the need for her tech buzzing in her veins, 
can Very unplug enough to discover what her heart really wants before it’s too 
late and take a chance at real love? 

 

  
STUCK RUBBER BABY by Cruse  (YA G Cruse) 
Grades 10 & up 
While fighting for civil rights in the 1960s South, Toland fights the realization that 
he is gay, and has to deal with the idea and the change in his own thoughts and 
personal identity. 
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UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS by de Rossi (791.4502 DER) 
Grades 9 & up 
Coming to terms with coming out and the damaging perceptions of commercial 
beauty, she shares her story of recovery from her eating disorder and her self-
acceptance. 

 

  
OF ALL THE STUPID THINGS by Diaz (YA Diaz) 
Grades 10 & up 
When Tara learns that her boyfriend may be gay, she is devastated. But then - 
when she finds herself attracted to a new girl, Riley - she is forced to examine her 
own sexuality. 

 

  
OUT by Diersch (YA PBK FIC Diersch) 
Grades 9 & up 
Canadian teenager Alex must confront his latent homophobia when his younger 
brother comes out to him. 
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WILDTHORN by Eagland (YA Eagland) 
Grades 9 & up 
Louisa Cosgrove, a high-spirited young lady in nineteenth century England, loves 
her cousin Grace and longs to be a doctor. A plot devised by someone close to 
her puts her in an insane asylum, doubting her own identity. 

 

  
LET’S GET THIS STRAIGHT: THE ULTIMATE HANDBOOK FOR YOUTH WITH LGBTQ 

PARENTS by Fakhrid-Deen with COLAGE (YA 306.874 FAK) 
Grades 6 & up 
Reaching out through the voices of youth in GLBTQ households, this handbook 
gives kids the tools to deal with the uniqueness of living with LGBTQ parents, 
including how to deal with the bigotry and hatred of others, overcoming 
discrimination, and building self-esteem. 

 

  
WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON by Green & Levithan (YA Green) 
Grades 9 & up 
On a cold Chicago night, two sixteen-year-olds - one gay and one not - meet and 
discover they have one big thing in common, their name. From then on, their 
lives, their friends and their loves intertwine and culminate in the staging of one 
of the funniest high school musicals ever. 
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MONDAY HEARTS FOR MADALENE by Hodel (YA 745.5 HOD) 
Grades 7-12 
Whether spoken, written or shared in beautiful heart-shaped collages, Page 
Hodel reminds us love begets love and she lets her hearts tell her story. 

 
 
 

  
A LOVE STORY STARRING MY DEAD BEST FRIEND by Horner (YA Horner) 
Grades 9 & up 
Following the death of her best friend Julia, Cass finds herself involved in a 
project to produce the musical Julia wrote. Betrayed loyalties and school bullies 
set Cass off on a journey where she finds self-awareness and acceptance. 

 
 
 

  
JUMPSTART THE WORLD by Hyde (YA Hyde) 
Grades 9 & up 
Teenage Ellie falls in love with her next-door neighbor Frank, and then, to her 
dismay, discovers that he is transgender. 
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THE POPULARITY PAPERS: RESEARCH FOR THE SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT AND GENERAL 

BETTERMENT OF LYDIA GOLDBLATT AND JULIE GRAHAM-CHANG by Ignatow  
(JF Ignatow) 
Grades 6-8 
Best friends, Julie and Lydia, try to determine the secrets to popularity and 
record their observations and schemes in a secret notebook. The result is a 
hilarious, delightfully illustrated guide to surviving middle school and figuring out 
what friendship really means. 

 
 
 

  
DOGS DON’T DO BALLET by Kemp (P Kemp) 
Pre-K – 2 
Girl loves dog, dog loves girl, and they both love ballet. Will the unlikely ballerina 
ever get his moment on the stage? 

 
 
 
 

  
LOVE DRUGGED by Klise (YA Klise) 
Grades 10 & up 
What if there were a drug that could “cure” homosexuality? Deeply closeted teen 
Jamie is about to find out what could happen! This is a fast-paced novel with an 
intriguing premise. 
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KICKED OUT by Lowrey 
Grades 9 & up 
Homeless lgbtq youth share their stories of surviving on the streets and finding 
places of sanctuary in creating their own chosen families and community. 
 
 
 

  
THE LESS-DEAD by Lurie (YA Lurie) 
Grades 9 & up 
When Noah’s friend Will is murdered by a killer targeting homeless gay teens, 
Noah sets out to find the murderer. 

 
 
 

  
ME by Martin (B Martin) 
Grades 9 & up 
Not the usual celebrity biography with glamour shots, Martin instead keeps it real 
and shares his experience of coming out as gay Latino and the importance of 
self-acceptance and community service. 
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THE DEATH-DEFYING PEPPER ROUX by McCaughrean (YA McCaughrean) 
Grades 5-8 
Embarked on a dangerous voyage on the high seas, fourteen-year-old Pepper is 
befriended by a kindhearted, cross-dressing steward with the improbable name 
of Duchesse. Adventures abound! 

 

  
WHERE’S MY WAND?: ONE BOY’S MAGICAL TRIUMPH OVER ALIENATION AND SHAG 

CARPETING by Poole (YA B Poole) 
Grades 10 & up 
Poole’s witty memoir of growing up as a gay, Bewitched-obsessed boy in 1970s 
St. Louis recalls David Sedaris’ unfailingly funny takes on family wackiness. 

 

  
SCARS by Rainfield (YA Rainfield) 
Grades 9 & up 
Fifteen-year-old Kendra is a budding artist who has far too many secrets. Not 
only does she cut herself, she is grappling with her childhood sexual abuse and 
her burgeoning sexuality. 
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BATWOMAN: ELEGY by Rucka (YA G Batwoman) 
Grades 10 & up 
As Batwoman, Kate must battle the most dangerous criminals in Gotham while as 
Kate Kane, Batwoman must deal with coming to grips with her own sexual 
identity and fight her own personal war while dealing with the new super-criminal 
Alice, who’s determined to take her down. 
 

 
DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL by Sheng 
Greades 9 & up 
A poignant photographic essay dedicated to the brave LGBTQ military personnel 
who serve under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”. Each person’s face is artfully hidden, 
helping to express their feelings of isolation and loneliness. 

 
 
 
 
 
GOD LOVES HAIR by Shrya 
Grades 10 & up 
Vignettes tell the tale of Vivek, a young man who struggles with his sexuality, 
preferring to wear his mother’s beautiful sari and lipstick. He endures physical, 
emotional and verbal abuse in school, only to be saved by his faith…when things 
are bad during the week, he knows that Sunday will come and no matter what, 
his gods love him and appreciate all that he is. 
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TUTUS AREN’T MY STYLE by Skeers (P Skeers) 
Grades 1-2 
Tomboy Emma is dismayed when she receives a gift from her favorite uncle and 
opens it to discover a frilly pink tutu. Ultimately, she discovers that there are lots 
of different ways to be a ballerina and that her uncle really does know her after 
all. 

 
 

  
ROBIN AND RUBY by Soehnlein (YA Soehnlein) 
Grades 10 & up 
Aspiring actor Robin has just left his lover, Peter, when his sister, Ruby, goes 
missing. Robin searches for her, accompanied by his long-time friend, George, to 
whom, Robin discovers, he is becoming romantically attracted. 

 

  
THE HOUR BETWEEN by Stuart (YA Stuart) 
Grades 10 & up 
Arthur McDougal’s friendship with the charming but troubled Katrina Felt at the 
Spooner School for the disciplinary challenged helps him come to terms with his 
sexuality. 
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THE GALLUP’S MODERN GUIDE TO GAY, LESBIAN & TRANSGENDER LIFE by various 
authors (YA 200.86 SAN) 
Grades 7 & up 
A series of informative non-fiction titles which discuss celebrations and 
challenges of living as an lgbt person. 

 

  
KISS by Wilson (YA Wilson) 
Grades 6-9 
Sylvie has always imagined spending her life with her best friend, Carl, first as a 
couple and then as husband and wife. As she realizes Carl is gay and will never 
really become her boyfriend, she must reconsider her feelings and her friendship 
with him. 

 
2010 
PICTURE BOOKS 

  
HELLO MY NAME IS BOB by Alsenas (P Alsenas) 
Grades PreK-2 
Bob, a self described boring bear, begins comparing his own life to that of his 
adventurous Penguin friend Jack but soon realizes that it is okay to be different. 
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DADDY, PAPA, AND ME by Newman (BB Daddy) 
MOMMY, MAMA, AND ME by Newman 
Grades Pre-K 
Same-sex parents use loving family activities to teach and play with their child in 
these “board books.” 

 
 

 
IN OUR MOTHERS’ HOUSE by Polacco 
Grades K-3 
Although Marmee , Meema, and their three kids have a happy home life with 
many similarities to their neighbor’s experiences - dinnertime, fooling around, 
getting ready for parties - some in their community can see only the differences 
that this family has. 

 

 
PINK! by Rickards 
Grades PreK-2 
Tired of rejection, Patrick the pink penguin tries unsuccessfully to live with the 
flamingos before he returns home to acceptance. 

 

  
FOR YOU AND NO ONE ELSE by van de Vendel 
Grades PreK-2 
Although Buck is crushed when his friend Sparklehart woos all the does with the 
seven-leaf clover that Buck gives him, he soon cheers up when he finds an even 
better gift and the courage to tell Sparklehart that this gift is “for you and no one 
else!” 
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GERTRUDE IS GERTRUDE IS GERTRUDE IS GERTRUDE by Winter  
Grades PreK-3 
In the early twentieth century, the Paris salon of Gertrude Stein and Alice B. 
Toklas is host to frequent prominent guests, including Picasso and Matisse.  

 
 
FICTION 

  
THE VAST FIELDS OF ORDINARY by Nick Burd (YA Burd) 
Grades 9 & up  
During his last summer before college, Dade juggles his divorcing parents and 
dysfunctional closeted boyfriend until he meets Alex and gains the courage to 
declare his sexuality. 

 
 

  
EVIL? by Carter (YA Carter) 
Grades 9 & up  
Being gay and summoning demons don’t provide Stuart with any problem in his 
small, conservative Canadian town, but everyone gets caught up in an anti-
masturbation crusade when Stuart commits the sin of Onan. 
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HIDDEN VOICES:  THE ORPHAN MUSICIANS OF VENICE by Collins (YA Collins) 
Grades 7 & up  
In a 1700s Venetian orphanage famous for its musical training, teenage Anetta 
suffers from her unrequited love for the ethereal Luisa. 

 

  
ANGRY MANAGEMENT by Crutcher (YA Crutcher) 
Grades 7 & up 
Anger and rage, both internal and external, provide the common thread for three 
stories dealing with high school injustice – being black, gay, overweight, or 
simply a high school student. 

 

  
TILLMON COUNTY FIRE by Ehrenberg (YA Ehrenberg) 
Grades 7 & up  
Eight teens give their perspectives about an anti-gay hate crime that ignites fear, 
homophobia, grief, and loss. 
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SECRETS OF TRUTH & BEAUTY by Frazer (YA Frazer) 
Grades 9 & up 
At age seven, Dara was a darling pageant winner; at 17, she has gained too 
much weight and anger, leading her to discover her runaway sister on a farm 
commune for lesbians and others rejected by their families, including a gay high 
school senior. 

 

  
SAY THE WORD by Garsee (YA Garsee) 
Grades 9 & up 
The “perfect” Shawna Gallagher finds her life turned upside down when she 
turns 17, her estranged lesbian mother dies, and she discovers a family in the 
mother’s partner and two sons, a family that her controlling father tries to 
destroy. 

 

  
KING OF THE SCREWUPS by Going (YA Going) 
Grades 7 & up 
When Liam Geller screws up once too often, his father throws him out of the 
house, and Liam finds his true self when he goes to live with his father’s brother, 
“Aunt” Pete, a gay glam-rocker disc jockey living in a trailer in upstate New York. 
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THE MARIPOSA CLUB by González (YA González) 
Grades 8 & up  
During their senior year, the Fierce Foursome - Maui, Trini, Isaac, and Lib - 
decide to leave their legacy by creating their high school’s first LGBT 
organization, an action that brings out both support and opposition from their 
families and their community. 

 

  
TRICKS by Hopkins (YA Hopkins) 
Grades 9 & up 
Five teens find themselves selling their bodies in Las Vegas due to 
circumstances and decisions, both within and well beyond their control. 

 

  
HOW BEAUTIFUL THE ORDINARY: TWELVE STORIES OF IDENTITY edited by Cart  
(YA How) 
Grades 9 & up 
The tales in this collection present not only the variety of identities in the LGBTQ 
community - transgendered, lesbian, bisexual, questioning, and gay - but also the 
variety of experiences of being human - love, regret, betrayal, discovery. 
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FREAKS AND REVELATIONS by Hurwin (YA Hurwin) 
Grades 10 & up 
Actual events inspired this narrative of two teens - Jason, a gay thirteen-year-old 
surviving on the streets after being rejected by his family, and Doug, a 
seventeen-year-old skinhead punk rocker - as their lives intersect in a violent 
hate crime that forever changes them. 

 

  
ALMOST PERFECT by Katcher (YA Katcher) 
Grades 9 & up 
Beautiful newcomer Sage is perfect for Logan until he discovers that she is 
transgendered. 

 

 
NEWSGIRL by Ketchum (JF Ketchum) 
Grades 5-8  
When ambitious and strong-willed Amelia moves to San Francisco in 1851 with 
her two mothers, she must masquerade as a boy to realize her dream of first 
hawking newspapers and then working as a reporter. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
LOVE IS THE HIGHER LAW by Levithan (YA Levithan) 
Grades 8 & up  
Three teenage New Yorkers - Claire, Peter, and Jasper - searching for the 
meaning of the 9/11 bombing find it in new friendships and the emerging 
romantic relationship between the two boys. 

 

  
ASH by Lo (YA Lo) 
Grades 8 & up  
Torn between her emerging love for the King’s mysterious huntress and the 
ethereal draw of the world of the fairies, Ash discovers the strength of her own 
identity. 

 

  
MAGIC AND MISERY by Marino (YA Marino) 
Grades 8 & up 
With frank discussions of relationships and sex, heterosexual and homosexual, 
Toni Jo, who befriends new student Pan (short for Pansy) in the hopes that he will 
be her boyfriend, gives a humorous portrayal of high school life. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
YSQUARE PLUS by Park 
Grades 9 & up 
Yagate has his heart set on Ra-Myun, the man of his dreams, but when he 
discovers that Chana does too, he turns to his friend Yoshitaka to help him win 
Ra-Myun’s affections. 

 

  
SPROUT, OR MY SALAD DAYS, WHEN I WAS GREEN IN JUDGMENT by Peck  
(YA Peck) 
Grades 7-10 
It’s not easy having green hair in conservative Kansas, but teenage Sprout 
manages while also prepping for the Kansas State Essay Contest and falling in 
love with the intriguing new boy in school. 

 

  
RAGE: A LOVE STORY by Peters (YA Peters) 
Grades 10 & up 
When the wildly divergent lives of Johanna and Reeves collide, all the Romantic, 
Alluring, Gorgeous, and Exciting expectations turn to painful RAGE. 
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DRAMA QUEERS! by Polito (YA Polito) 
Grades 9 & up 
Julliard, thespians, homecoming, and a certain gorgeous football player all come 
together as “Band Fag” Bradley Dayton is out to make his senior year his most 
exciting ever - even if his best friend Jack won’t admit that he, too, is gay. 

 

  
PUNKZILLA by Rapp (YA Rapp) 
Grades 8 & up 
Fourteen-year-old Jamie (aka Punkzilla) - AWOL from military school - embarks 
on a cross-country odyssey to find his older brother, a dying gay playwright, and 
share with him his journal of his sometimes frightening, sometimes heartwarming 
adventures along the way. 

 

 
LOSERS by Roth (YA Roth) 
Grades 8-10  
Russian immigrant and freshman Jupiter navigates the high school social world 
and works to improve his popularity while trying to connect with the cute girl at 
the record store and finding an unexpected friend in the school’s closeted bully. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

 
FINLATER by Ruff 
Grades 10 & up 
This deeply affecting and openly sexual story of two boys in love - Cliffy Douglas 
and Noah Baumgarten - plays out among the disparities of home life and 
background during the 1970s homophobia and racial tension. 

 

  
IN MIKE WE TRUST by Ryan (YA Ryan) 
Grades 7-10  
Garth finds the confidence to come out to his mother when wheeling-and-dealing 
Uncle Mike, his late father’s identical twin, moves in and puts him to work as a 
budding con man. 

 

  
BAIT by Sanchez (YA Sanchez) 
Grades 7 & up 
Sexually abused San Diego teenager Diego, in trouble for his violent temper, 
finds understanding and reasons for self-acceptance in the wise and caring 
counsel of his gay parole officer Mr. Vidas. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
BLUE BOY by Satyal (YA Satyal) 
Grades 9 & up  
Can Kiran Sharma, a sexually confused twelve-year-old Indian American boy who 
secretly puts on his mother’s make-up, plays with dolls, and practices ballet, 
really be the reincarnation of the gender-bending Hindu god Krishna? 

 

  
INFERNO by Stevenson (YA Stevenson) 
Grades 9 & up  
When Dante meets Parker, she thinks that she has found a soul mate but is 
instead drawn into a dangerous and destructive relationship. 

 

  
INTO THE BEAUTIFUL NORTH by Urrea (F Urrea, SPA F Urrea) 
Grades 9 & up  
When all the young men and fathers leave the bucolic Sinaloa village of  Tres 
Camarones to find jobs in the United States, three young women and their gay 
friend Tacho sneak across the border to recruit seven police officers and 
soldiers (the Magnificent Seven!) who will return home and rescue them from the 
drug-dealing banditos who threaten their good life. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
THE BOY IN THE DRESS by Walliams (YA Walliams) 
Grades 3-6  
Dennis finds his family, friends, and townspeople initially resistant to his desire to 
wear dresses, but they become his biggest fans on and off the soccer field. 

 

  
A VIGIL FOR JOE ROSE: STORIES OF BEING OUT IN HIGH SCHOOL by Whatling 
Grades 9 & up 
The fictional notebooks belonging to Joe Rose, a young gay man killed in 1989 by 
a gang of hateful young men, is the thread that stitches together the stories of 
seven out gay high school students in Montreal. 

 
 
 
NONFICTION 

  
THE ESSENTIAL DYKES TO WATCH OUT FOR by Bechdel (GN F Bechdel) 
Grades 10 & up 
With the help of her extended family Mo, a neurotic lesbian, makes her way from 
youth to middle age through the countercultural adventures selected from comic 
strips published during the past 25 years. 
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CRISIS:  40 STORIES REVEALING THE PERSONAL, SOCIAL, AND RELIGIOUS PAIN AND 

TRAUMA OF GROWING UP GAY IN AMERICA edited by Gold 
Grades 9 & up 
Stories of coming out and finding acceptance from 40 Americans - many of them 
activists and politicians - show that attitude, not homosexuality - is the problem in 
our society. 

 

  
TRANSITIONS:  A GUIDE TO TRANSITIONING FOR TRANSSEXUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
by Drummond 
Grades 10 & up 
These practical, accessible definitions and descriptions of incongruent gender 
identity as well as the emotional, financial and physical implications of 
transitioning show the journey that transgendered people take. 

 

  
DEFLOWERED: MY LIFE IN THE PANSY DIVISION by Ginoli 
Grades 10 & up 
As a founding member of the Pansy Divison, the first out punk band to make it on 
the national scene, the author describes his coming-out experience and 
adventures in the homophobic music industry. 
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GRINGA: A CONTRADICTORY GIRLHOOD by Hart 
Grades 8 & up 
Hart’s memoir shares her freedom ride as a young White girl who shifts between 
living with an angry well-to-do father, who has custody of her, and a homosexual 
mother, who seeks to belong to the Latino culture in 1970s Southern California. 

 

  
MILK:  A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF HARVEY MILK introduction by Black, forward by 
Maupin 
Grades 8 & up 
This illustrated companion book to the film Milk features archival materials about 
the life and murder of Harvey Milk, the first openly gay American to be voted into 
a major public office in the United States. 

 

 
DUMBFOUNDED: A MEMOIR by Rothschild 
Grades 9 & up 
Left by his mother to grow up with his Jewish grandparents on the Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side, Rothschild describes his childhood and teen years as he 
remained continually in trouble both at home and at school because of his 
extravagant behavior. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
THE MEANING OF MATTHEW:  MY SON’S MURDER IN LARAMIE AND A WORLD 

TRANSFORMED by Shepard with Barrett 
Grades 9 & up 
Judy Shepard offers her personal account of the heartrending and still relevant 
1998 murder of her gay son Matthew in Laramie, Wyoming, a tragedy that 
inspired the powerful play The Laramie Project and led to federal anti-hate 
legislation. 

 
2009 
PICTURE BOOKS 

  
UNCLE BOBBY’S WEDDING by Brannen 
Grades PreK-2 
Chloe’s concerns about her uncle’s upcoming wedding have nothing to do with 
the fact that his partner is male; instead, like a typical preschooler, she worries 
that she will lose her favorite uncle’s attention. 

 

 
10,000 DRESSES by Ewert 
Grades PreK-2 
Bailey dreams of wearing beautiful dresses, but her family disapproves of her 
understanding of her true self. 
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MIDDLE/EARLY YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION 

 
NO CASTLES HERE by Bauer 
Grades 5-7 
A book of fairy tales, participation in a school chorus, and a gay Big Brother 
combine to give 11-year-old Augie the confidence he needs to become an 
activist. 

 

  
AFTER TUPAC & D FOSTER by Woodson (YA Woodson) 
Grades 5-8 
Eleven-year-old D Foster completes a trio of friends who share a passion for the 
music of Tupac Shakur as they deal with discrimination directed toward the gay 
brother of one of the trio. 

 
 
YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION 

 
GIRL FROM MARS by Bach 
Grades 7-10 
At fifteen, Miriam’s life in a small German town lacks excitement and meaning 
until she meets Laura and begins to discover how full her life already is. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

 
DEBBIE HARRY SINGS IN FRENCH by Brothers (YA Brothers) 
Grades 8-12 
Johnny is pretty sure he isn’t gay, but he’s not quite sure what it means that he 
wants to be Debbie Harry - to dress like her, have hair like hers, and to hang out 
with drag queens. 

 

  
NAOMI AND ELY’S NO KISS LIST by Cohn & Levithan (YA Cohn) 
Grades 9-12 
Witty, urbane Naomi, age 19, finally comes to terms with being hopelessly in love 
with her gay best friend, Ely, even after she learns he is sleeping with her 
boyfriend. 

 

 
DOWN TO THE BONE by Dole 
Grades 8-12 
After sixteen-year-old Laura is outed at school, kicked out of her home, and 
rejected by her girlfriend, she finds herself and her community in this hilarious 
debut novel with an all-Latino cast. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

 
BIG BIG SKY by Dunnion 
Grades 10-12 
When a pod of five young well-trained female warrior assassins starts falling 
apart, each must show her strength in the outside real world to avoid being 
captured and unplugged. 

 

  
SUICIDE NOTES by Ford (YA Ford) 
Grades 9-11 
After he wakes up in a psychiatric hospital, 15-year-old Jeff describes the events 
that led up to his attempted suicide and how his life is changed during his 45-day 
stay. 

 

 
FANCY WHITE TRASH by Geerling 
Grades 9-11 
Fifteen-year-old Abby struggles with her highly dysfunctional family while her 
best friend Cody deals with the challenges of coming out to himself and his 
friends. 
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If we do not have the book you’re looking for,  
we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
TWO PARTIES, ONE TUX, AND A VERY SHORT FILM ABOUT THE GRAPES OF WRATH by 
Goldman (YA Goldman) 
Grades 8-10 
Eleventh-grader Mitchell’s life suddenly changes when his best friend David 
comes out of the closet. 

 

  
MAP OF IRELAND by Grant (F Grant) 
Grades 10-12 
Ann’s junior year is complicated by the forced busing of Black children to her 
formerly all-white high school, forcing Ann to deal with her racist environment 
while coping with being a lesbian in an inter-racial relationship. 

 

 
NOTHING PINK by Hardy (YA Hardy) 
Grades 8-10 
Tormented with thoughts about his own homosexuality, Vincent, son of a 
Pentacostal preacher, fights his impulses until he meets Robert, a church friend, 
who is much more accepting. 
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If we do not have the book you’re looking for,  
we can have another library send it over for you! 

 
LAST EXIT TO NORMAL by Harmon (YA Harmon) 
Grades 9-11 
Ben and his two dads move to rural Montana where Ben absolutely does not fit in 
and finds it harder to deal with having two dads than he did in their previous 
urban home. 

 

 
M+O 4EVR by Hegamin 
Grades 7-10 
After the death of Marianne, Opal’s best friend - and more - Opal deals with her 
loss through the life of Hannah, a runaway slave who died in 1842. 

 

  
ANOTHER KIND OF COWBOY by Juby 
Grades 8-10 
Sixteen, gay, and closeted, Alex has dreamed of riding dressage since 
childhood, although his father wants him to be a “real” cowboy. 
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If we do not have the book you’re looking for,  
we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
MY MOST EXCELLENT YEAR: A NOVEL OF LOVE, MARY POPPINS, & FENWAY PARK by 
Kluger (YA Kluger) 
Grades 8-10 
Three high school friends, including a fun, proud, and just about out-of-the-closet 
gay young man, tell about their ‘excellent’ ninth-grade year. 

 

  
OUT OF THE POCKET by Konigsberg (YA Konigsberg) 
Grades 9-11 
Bobby’s skills as a top high-school quarterback also serve him well off the field 
when he is outed in the school newspaper and deals with the consequences in an 
honest and realistic way. 

 

  
HOW THEY MET, AND OTHER STORIES by Levithan (YA Levithan) 
Grades 9-11 
Find the answer to “what is love?” in this diverse collection of short stories. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
GRAVITY by Lieberman (YA Lieberman) 
Grades 9-11 
Brought up as a strict Orthodox Jew to believe that homosexuality is an 
abomination, 15-year-old Ellie struggles with her sexual feelings for another girl. 

 

 
MY TIKI GIRL by McMahon 
Grades 9-11 
After once-popular Maggie, 15, is left with an injured leg after a car accident that 
kills her mother, she finds solace with Dahlia, the new girl at school, and her 
unconventional family, including a mentally-ill mother. 

 

 
BELINDA’S OBSESSION by Penny 
[Not Just Proms & Parties series] 
Grades 7-10 
After she discovers that her mother is having an affair, Belinda’s obsession with 
saving her parents’ marriage damages her growing relationship with her last 
summer’s fling, Candace. 
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we can have another library send it over for you! 

 
SWORD MASTERS by Rosen 
Grades 9-12 
Determined to avenge her father’s death, Tarius pretends to be male and non-
Katabull to study with the Sword Masters but finds more than she bargained for 
when she falls in love with the headmaster’s daughter, Jena, who thinks that 
Tarius is a man. 

 

 
CROSSOVER by Rud 
Grades 7-10 
Sixteen-year-old Kyle gets caught in the middle between his basketball team and 
drama club when he opts to join both and re-establishes an old friendship with 
Luke, who is the frequent target of gay-baiting. 

 

  
ENTRANCES AND EXITS by Ruditis (YA Ruditis) 
[Drama series] 
Grades 7-10 
A first time director and high school junior, Bryan has to learn to cope with a 
temperamental playwright, the leading actress’s jealous boyfriend, competition 
from a new girl on the drama scene, and his yearnings for Drew, his ex-best 
friend who kissed him and then ran. 
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If we do not have the book you’re looking for,  
we can have another library send it over for you! 

  
SKIM by Tamaki & Tamaki (YA G Tamaki) 
Grades 9-12 
Would-be Wiccan and goth Skim, aka Kimberly Keiko Cameron, is revealed in 
this graphic novel as a sometimes target for the popular students at her all-girls 
private school in Toronto, where she falls in love with her English teacher Ms. 
Archer. 

 

  
WHAT THEY ALWAYS TELL US by Wilson (YA Wilson) 
Grades 9-11 
Isolated and unsure of his place in his family and at school after an attempted 
suicide Alex is encouraged to try out for cross-country by his brother’s friend, 
Nathen, and discovers more than just a supportive teammate. 
 

  
LOVE & LIES: MARISOL’S STORY by Wittlinger 
Grades 9-11 
When Marisol takes a year off between high school and college to write a novel, 
she falls in love with her creative writing teacher, Olivia. 
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NONFICTION 

 
GAY AMERICA: STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY by Alsenas 
Grades 7-12 
The fascinating story of gay people throughout America’s history is told with 
clear text and lots of photography. 

 

  
THE MEMOIRS OF A BEAUTIFUL BOY by Leleux (B Leleux) 
Grades 10-12 
Hilarious stories of a comically dysfunctional family describe growing up gay in 
Texas. 

 

  
SEX VARIANT WOMAN: THE LIFE OF JEANNETTE HOWARD FOSTER by Passet  
(B Foster) 
Grades 10-12 
Foster’s roller-coaster life and studies defined lesbian history in the twentieth 
century. 
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TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE: A MEMOIR by Schofield 
Grades 11-12 
The fluidity of gender shines in these three performance scripts by a transgender 
man from the Deep South who describes growing up in a world of debutante balls 
and homecoming proms. 

 

  
AWKWARD AND DEFINITION by Schrag (G 658.4 SCH) 
Grades 10-12 
Pen and ink comic drawings about Schrag’s early high school years illuminate 
her funny and touching journey toward a sexual identify amidst concerns about 
school, sex, drugs, and rock and roll. 

 
 

 
2008 
Note: When the Rainbow Project made selections for the first Rainbow List 
in 2008, titles published from 2005 to 2007 were considered. 

 
BEGINNING READERS 

  
EMMA AND MEESHA MY BOY: A TWO MOM STORY by Considine 
Pre-K 
When Emma’s two moms teach her to be nice to her cat, Emma enjoys being told 
yes instead of no. 
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ANTONIO’S CARD/LA TARJETA DE ANTONIO by Gonzalez 
Grades 1-3 
Antonio comes to terms with his classmates’ ridicule of his mother’s partner, 
Leslie. 

 

  
MONICKA’S PAPA IS TALL by Jopling 
Pre-K 
Monicka’s papa and daddy are very different, but the puzzle pieces show that 
both of them love her very much. 

 

  
RYAN’S MOM IS TALL by Jopling 
Pre-K 
Ryan’s mom and mummy are very different, but the puzzle pieces show that both 
of them love him very much. 

 

  
MINI MIA AND HER DARLING UNCLE by Lindenbaum (P Lindenbaum) 
Grades K-2 
Jealous of her uncle’s new partner, Fergus, feisty Mia plays tricks to drive him 
away until the day Uncle Tommy isn’t feeling well and she decides to accept his 
relationship with Fergus. 
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AND TANGO MAKES THREE by Richardson & Parnell (P Richardson) 
Grades K-2 
At New York City’s Central Park Zoo, two male penguins parent an egg and start 
a family. 

 

 
 
 
MIDDLE/EARLY YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION 

  
THE MANNY FILES by Burch (JF Burch) 
Grades 5-8 
Shy Keats Dalinger learns from his unconventional male “nanny” to be more self-
confident and out-going while the “manny” becomes more and more a part of the 
family. 

 

  
THE ORDER OF THE POISON OAK by Hartinger 
Grades 7-10 
Tired of being the school freak, gay 16-year-old Russel tries to escape as a 
summer camp counselor in a rural summer camp only to be attracted to the 
same counselor as his bisexual friend Min. 
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TOTALLY JOE by Howe (YA Howe) 
Grades 6-8 
In 13-year-old Joe’s alphabiography assignment - the story of his life from A to Z - 
he bares his soul about his parents, teachers, friends, and enemies–and his 
coming out. 

 

  
ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY NOT by LaRochelle (YA LaRochelle) 
Grades 7-10 
Fifteen-year-old Steven conscientiously collects photos of girls in bikinis and 
dates his female classmates in this humorous attempt to fit into his Minnesota 
high school, only to find out some surprising things about the people around him 
- and himself. 

 

  
GIRL NEARLY 16, ABSOLUTE TORTURE by Limb (YA Limb) 
Grades 7-10 
Forced to leave her boyfriend and visit with her father for two weeks, 15-year-old 
Jess finally learns the reason her father left her mother. 
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BETWEEN MOM AND JO by Peters 
Grades 7-10 
Fourteen-year-old Nick has a great life with his two moms until they split up and 
he’s caught in the middle with no support. 

 

  
SWIMMING IN THE MONSOON SEA by Selvadurai 
Grades 7-10 
Fourteen-year-old Amrith finds his life in Sri Lanka turned upside down when his 
Canadian cousin visits and Amrith falls in love with him. 

 

NON-FICTION 

  
WHAT IF SOMEONE I KNOW IS GAY: ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS 

TO BE GAY AND LESBIAN by Marcus 
Grades 7-12 
This radically updated resource covers basics and not-so-basics in a question-
and-answer format. 
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NO EASY ANSWERS: BAYARD RUSTIN AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT by Miller 
[Portraits of Black Americans Series] 
Grades 7-10 
Although a leader in the US civil rights movement, Rustin’s arrest, prosecution, 
and imprisonment for a homosexual encounter were used to discredit his work. 

 

 
WHEN I KNEW edited by Trachtenberg (YA 305.9 WHE) 
Grades 9-12 
More than 80 contributors briefly describe their self-discovery “eureka moment” 
regarding their sexual orientation in a fun book with a magazine style. 

 

YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION 

 
WANTED by Alvarado 
Grades 10-12 
Bounty hunter Ladybird “Bird” Blacker has too much to deal with, from a pacifist 
partner to a six-foot-seven-inch-tall business rival who wears a scowl you 
couldn’t scrape off with a chisel - and then her little sister comes to town. 
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VINTAGE: A GHOST STORY by Berman 
Grades 10-12 
Rejected by his parents because he’s gay and sent to live with his aunt, a teen is 
haunted by a handsome boy - in more ways than one - and only black magic will 
help. 

 

  
SOMEDAY THIS PAIN WILL BE USEFUL TO YOU by Cameron (YA Cameron) 
Grades 10-12 
Holden Caulfield, meet James Sveck, a white, middle-class New Yorker who 
disdains his peers and most of the adults in his life, except for the gay man who 
manages his mother’s art gallery. 

 

  
MY SIDE OF THE STORY by Davis 
Grades 10-12 
Only 16, cheeky Jarold a.k.a. Jazz, hits the gay bars to escape the misery of his 
life. 
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HEAR US OUT!: LESBIAN AND GAY STORIES OF STRUGGLE, PROGRESS, AND 

HOPE,1950 TO THE PRESENT by Garden 
Grades 8-11 
Fact and fiction show the struggles for lgbt teens in America during the past five 
decades. 

 

  
HELLO, GROIN by Goobie 
Grades 9-12 
Wanting to be normal, 16-year-old Dylan Kowolski tries to hide her lesbianism 
and develop sexual feelings for her boyfriend at the same time she has a 
passionate crush on her best female friend. 

 

 
WILD DOGS by Humphreys 
Grades 10-12 
Alice, in love with a wildlife biologist, gathers at the forest’s edge with her and 
four other people to save their dogs that have become feral. 
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BECOMING CHLOE by Hyde 
Grades 9-12 
Attempting to protect Wanda (aka Chloe), another homeless teenager, 17-year-
old Jordan finds the brutality and beauty in life on their road trip across the 
country. 

 

 
WIDE AWAKE by Levithan 
Grades 9-12 
In a future American when gay Jewish Abraham Stein is elected president, lovers 
Jimmy and Duncan join the throngs of people traveling to Topeka to protest the 
governor’s threat to change votes. 

 

  
HERO by Moore (YA Moore) 
Grades 10-12 
Thom Creed, the son of superheroes, has to hide the fact that he’s gay if he’s 
going to fit into the League - but he finds a lot more problems than that facing 
him. 
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CRASHING AMERICA by Noyes 
Grades 10-12 
Afraid that she will kill herself at age 18 as her mother did, 17-year-old Girl 
(formerly Gretchen) flees San Francisco on a road trip to the Midwest, searching 
for a place where she belongs. 

 

  
FAR FROM XANADU by Peters 
Grades 9-12 
Mike Szabo – ace softball player, weightlifter, a.k.a. Mary Elizabeth – has enough 
trouble surviving in her small town before a new girl, Xanadu, turns Mike’s life 
upside down. 

 

 
GRL2GRL by Peters 
Grades 9-12 
The young women in this collection of ten short stories are at different levels of 
self-discovery, searching for satisfying relationships. 
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GOTHAM CENTRAL: HALF A LIFE by Rucka 
Grades 9-12 
Police detective Renee Montoya’s secret lesbian life, which she must keep from 
not only her co-workers but also her family, puts her in great danger when she is 
implicated in a murder and her main defender is the psychopathic criminal Two-
Face. 

 

  
GETTING IT by Sanchez (YA Sanchez) 
Grades 9-12 
Hoping to impress a sexy female classmate, 15-year-old Carlos secretly hires 
gay student Sal to give him an image makeover in exchange for Carlos’s helping 
to form a Gay-Straight Alliance at their Texas high school. 

 

  
FREAK SHOW by St. James (YA St. James) 
Grades 9-12 
Outrageously over-the-top teen drag queen Billy Bloom, a new student at the 
very conservative Dwight D. Eisenhower Academy, finds that life is not easy for 
him among the rich white students with their brutal homophobia. 
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THE CENTER OF THE WORLD by Steinhofel 
Grades 11-12 
Seventeen-year-old Phil navigates his complicated family dynamics and his first 
sexual relationship in a lyrical novel first published in Germany. 

 

 
BREATHING UNDERWATER by Vickers 
Grades 10-12 
In 1970s Florida, it’s literally sink or swim for 12-year-old Lily who struggles for 
self-acceptance while dealing with her mother’s mental illness. 

 

  
PARROTFISH by Wittlinger (YA Wittlinger) 
Grades 9-12. 
When Angela, who has never felt comfortable as a girl, finally comes out as 
transgendered and begins life as a boy, she isn’t prepared for everyone’s 
reactions. 
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NONFICTION 

  
THE GAY AND LESBIAN GUIDE TO COLLEGE LIFE by Baez & others  
(378.198 BAE) 
Grades 10-12 
College life for GLBTQ students - financing, the right school, being out or not, 
dealing with GLBTQphobia, and more - is the focus of this guide for both students 
and those who love and care about them. 

 

  
TRANSPARENT: LOVE, FAMILY, AND LIVING THE T WITH TRANSGENDER TEENAGERS 
by Beam 
Grades 10-12 
Four transgendered girls share their world with a volunteer in a Los Angeles 
school for gay and transgender students. 

 

  
FUN HOME: A FAMILY TRAGICOMIC by Bechdel (G F Bechdel) 
Grades 11-12 
Bechdel reveals her childhood experiences with a closeted gay father and her 
coming out as a lesbian in this powerful graphic-style memoir. 
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QUEEN OF THE ODDBALLS AND OTHER TRUE STORIES FROM A LIFE UNACCORDING TO 

PLAN by Carlip 
Grades 10-12 
This hilarious offbeat memoir chronicles the escapades of an unconventional girl 
surrounded by artists and rockstars in the 1960s and 1970s. 

 

  
THE HEART HAS ITS REASONS: YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE WITH 

GAY/LESBIAN/QUEER CONTENT by Cart & Jenkins 
Grades 9-12 
This overview of young adult glbtq fiction 1970 to 2004 includes lists of books for 
teens. 

 

  
THE FULL SPECTRUM: A NEW GENERATION OF WRITING edited by Levithan & 
Merrill (YA 306.76 FUL, 306.76 FUL) 
Grades 8-11 
This collection of essays and poetry from a wide diversity of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered teens shows the complexity of today’s LGBTQ 
youths. 
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HEAR ME OUT: TRUE STORIES OF TEENS EDUCATING AND CONFRONTING 

HOMOPHOBIA by Planned Parenthood of Toronto 
Grades 9-12 
Twenty teens from a variety of social, economic, ethnic, and racial backgrounds 
give personal accounts of gay, lesbian, queer, transgender, transsexual, and 
questioning young-adult experiences. 

 

  
OUT LAW: WHAT LGBT YOUTH SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THEIR LEGAL RIGHTS by 
Keen (YA 342.73 KEE) 
[Queer Action/Queer Ideas Series] 
Grades 9-12 
LGBT young adults can make a difference. 

 

  
THE WHOLE WORLD WAS WATCHING: LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF MATTHEW SHEPARD 
by Patterson with Hinds 
Grades 9-12 
After young gay Matthew Shepard was brutally murdered in Laramie (WY), the 
author of this book formed a group of “angels” who surrounded the bigoted Fred 
Phelps of Topeka (KS) when he and a small group picketed outside the killer’s 
trial with such signs as “Matthew in Hell”: this is the autobiography of the young 
woman who conceived and carried out this idea. 
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AMERICA’S BOY: A MEMOIR by Rouse 
Grades 10-12 
Growing up in southwestern Missouri in the 1970s and hopelessly out of step with 
the redneck masculinity surrounding him, Wade tries to hide the fact that he is 
gay by overeating. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Rainbow Project is a joint undertaking of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgendered Round Table and the Social Responsibilities Round 

Table of the American Library Association. The annual Rainbow List 
presents current well-written and/or well-illustrated books, with 

significant and authentic GLBTQ content, which are recommended for 
people from birth through eighteen years of age. 


